














To determine an accurate picture of the     
Maryland legislature’s attitudes toward
business, jobs,economic growth,and

investment in the state,MBRG’s 25-member State
Advisory Council selects those recorded votes
from the last General Assembly session having
practical or philosophical importance to the
widest possible range of Maryland businesses,
trade associations, and chambers of commerce.

In order to arrive at the most accurate
measure of the legislature’s position on business
matters, we include votes taken from different
stages of the legislative process: final (third
reader), in committee, votes on amendments
and critical motions, and votes on gubernatorial
nominations.We may at times omit a particular
piece of legislation due to a lack of strong
consensus within the business community.

Although this evaluation process summarizes
a legislative system which involves weeks of
debate, amendment, and compromise, voting
records remain the best indicator of a legis-
lator's inclination. MBRG neither gives pass/fail
scores nor expressly or implicitly endorses or
rejects any incumbent on the basis of certain
selected votes.

A complete evaluation of a legislator’s
support for business should be made by 
examining committee and floor votes and
considering unrecorded matters such as
performance on subcommittees, communica-
tion with business representatives, and service
to constituent businesses.

As it has since 1986, MBRG includes bills in
Roll Call that also are prominent in the 
Maryland Chamber of Commerce’s annual 
Business Agenda. By incorporating this 
additional information, Roll Call can depict
which bills were defined clearly to legislators
as important business legislation.Although not
all of the votes on Business Agenda bills appear
in this evaluation, those that do are shaded in
yellow and are weighted equally with other
selected votes.

Roll Call is intended to improve the under-
standing by elected and appointed officials of
the effect of public policy on businesses and
the willingness and ability of businesses to
create jobs, invest, and prosper in Maryland. It
is our belief that a positive business climate is
critical to all other social progress.

How the Votes Are Selected 
A Word About MBRG

MBRG's purpose is to inform Maryland's

business community, elected officials, and

the general public about the political 

and economic environment needed 

to foster economic development and job

creation in Maryland.

Annual evaluations of the voting 

records of Maryland's state and federal 

legislators enable MBRG to hold politicians

accountable for the state's economic 

well-being like no other organization.

MBRG is a statewide, nonpartisan 

political research and education 

organization supported by corporations,

trade associations, chambers of 

commerce, and individuals.
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good start toward fixing Maryland’s structural
deficit. Selling off state assets,privatizing
government functions,establishing more 
public-private partnerships, and legalizing slots 
may be other necessary alternatives. Since the
fiscal outlook for 2004 is even bleaker,Maryland
law-makers will do well to remember MBRG’s
earlier warning in the 2000 edition of Roll
Call. “The propensity to spend and tax is at the
very crux of Maryland’s problematic business
climate.” Time after time,an increase in taxes
led to an increase in spending. And so, MBRG
calls for a blue ribbon task force … to fix the
structural deficit and codify spending
affordability into law. Maryland has a struc-
tural, spend and tax problem, not a revenue
problem. Only cuts and future, fiscal restraints
will protect Maryland taxpayers from continu-
ously living on the edge.

Spend and Tax 
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