


To determine an accurate picture of the     
Maryland legislature’s attitudes toward
business, jobs,economic growth,and

investment in the state,MBRG’s 25-member State
Advisory Council selects those recorded votes
from the last General Assembly session having
practical or philosophical importance to the
widest possible range of Maryland businesses,
trade associations, and chambers of commerce.

In order to arrive at the most accurate
measure of the legislature’s position on business
matters, we include votes taken from different
stages of the legislative process: final (third
reader), in committee, votes on amendments
and critical motions, and votes on gubernatorial
nominations. We may at times omit a particular
piece of legislation due to a lack of strong
consensus within the business community.

Although this evaluation process summarizes
a legislative system that involves weeks of
debate, amendment, and compromise, voting
records remain the best indicator of a legis-
lator’s inclination. MBRG neither gives pass/fail
scores nor expressly or implicitly endorses or
rejects any incumbent on the basis of certain
selected votes.

A complete evaluation of a legislator’s
support for business should be made by 
examining committee and floor votes and
considering unrecorded matters such as
performance on subcommittees, communica-
tion with business representatives, and service
to constituent businesses.

As it has since 1986, MBRG includes bills in
Roll Call that also are prominent in the 
Maryland Chamber of Commerce’s annual 
Business Agenda. By incorporating this 
additional information, Roll Call can depict
which bills were defined clearly to legislators
as important business legislation. Although not
all of the votes on Business Agenda bills appear
in this evaluation, those that do are shaded in
yellow and are weighted equally with other
selected votes.

Roll Call is intended to improve the under-
standing by elected and appointed officials of
the effect of public policy on businesses and
the willingness and ability of businesses to
create jobs, invest, and prosper in Maryland. It
is our belief that a positive business climate is
critical to all other social progress.

How the Votes Are Selected A Word About MBRG

MBRG’s purpose is to inform Maryland’s

business community, elected officials, and

the general public about the political 

and economic environment needed 

to foster economic development and job

creation in Maryland.

Annual evaluations of the voting 

records of Maryland’s state and federal 

legislators enable MBRG to hold politicians

accountable for the state’s economic 

well-being like no other organization.

MBRG is a statewide, nonpartisan 

political research and education 

organization supported by corporations,

trade associations, chambers of 

commerce, and individuals.
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MBRG Membership Application
Please photocopy and mail.

Name______________________________________________________________________________

Title ______________________________________________________________________________

Company __________________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________

City___________________________________ State__________________ Zip Code ____________

Phone_______________________________________ Fax __________________________________

E-Mail _______________________________________

Enclosed is a check in the amount of $ ____________

Please make all checks payable to MBRG and mail with membership application to:
MBRG,The Exchange, Suite 503, 1122 Kenilworth Drive, Baltimore, MD 21204.

For more information visit our web site: http://www.mbrg.org or call 410-296-5621.
Contributions and dues to MBRG are not tax-deductible as charitable contributions; however,
they may be tax-deductible as ordinary and necessary business expenses.

2004 House Vote Descriptions (continued from page 6)

HB 1271 Delegate Hurson 
Community Health Care Access and 
Safety Net Act of 2004

Repeals the HMO premium tax exemption and 
levies  a one percent premium tax on HMOs  and 
dedicates the funds collected to increasing Medicaid
specialist fees, funding primary medical care for low
income individuals, and creating a Maryland Commu-
nity Health Care Commission to increase access to
health care through community health resources. Since
employers are already experiencing double-digit
increases in health care insurance costs,it is not 
prudent to add a one percent premium tax that will add
further health care costs for employers and/or
employees who may forego their health insurance,
and thus contribute to the tax burden of caring for 
the uninsured.

A "+" indicates a  vote against HB 1271 and
reflects MBRG’s opposition to legislation that
increases health care costs in Maryland. Disagreeing
with MBRG‚s position,the  House approved HB 1271,
86-54,on April 2,2004 at 12:54 a.m.
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To Order Additional FREE 
copies of Roll Call

Wide distribution helps hold our elected officials
accountable to business!
To distribute Roll Call to your employees, members,
customers, or friends, simply complete and return the
following information:

Yes, I would like ____ additional free copies.

Name ____________________________________

Title ____________________________________

Company __________________________________

Address
X

__________________________________

City, State, Zip ________________________________

Telephone ________________________________

Please return to MBRG, The Exchange, Suite 503, 
1122 Kenilworth Drive, Baltimore, MD 21204 or 
fax to 410-296-5625. Or send your request via email to:
MBRG@erols.com.
X

A street address is required for UPS delivery.

17 HB 1467  Administration
Transportation Trust Fund–
Transportation Financing - Increased 
Revenues

See Senate Vote 18 for a description of HB 1467.
Adequately funding this transportation system has
been a high priority of the Maryland business 
community for many years. This bill represents a
balanced approach to transportation revenue
increases and begins to resolve impending shortfalls
in the TTF.

A “+” indicates a vote for HB 1467 and reflects
MBRG’s support for legislation to help adequately
fund Maryland’s transportation system. Agreeing
with MBRG’s position, the House approved HB 1467,
92-69, on March 19, 2004 at 2:10 p.m.
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